ALFABET ABORIGINAL LITERACY FOUNDATION NEWSLETTER

RANSFORMING LIVES THROUGH LITERACY AND NUMERACY EDUCATION

A Fresh New Year

It's always refreshing to start the year
anew. The end of 2013 crept up more
quickly than ever, and the Aboriginal
Literacy Foundation had a fantastic last
quarter of 2014 with new partnerships
developing between a number of
generous sponsors and over 16,000
books going out to Indigenous children
around Australia in 2013.

A New Title for our

Newsletter

Thanks to Mr Maurice Sexton from the
ACT we have a new name for our
newsletter — ALFabet! Mr Sexton has
been a loyal supporter of the ALF for
many years and we are thrilled that he
came up with such a clever name.

ALF Online

The Aboriginal Literacy Foundation is
currently working on getting a new
website up and running to keep you
informed about all of our activities and
provide you with some great literacy
resources. The new website is due to be
launched in June this year.

If you haven't yet joined us on Facebook
we would love to see you there. Our
online community has grown to include
over 740 of you at the time of writing,
and the conversation that has grown
around Indigenous literacy is truly
inspiring. Come join us!
facebook.com/aboriginalliteracyfoundation

Go Green: Subscribe to

Our E-Newsletter

We are conscious of our impact on the
environment. To reduce paper waste we
encourage you to subscribe to our e-
newsletter to save precious resources.
To subscribe to our e-newsletter and
stop receiving this print version email
info@aboriginalliteracyfoundation.org

Many thanks for your generous support.
Without you we would not be able to do
our very important work. Here’s to a
fantastic 2014!

@/(, David Perrin, CEO

Summer 2014

What’s Happening in Your State?
We will be featuring a different State or Territory
in each issue of ALFabet to highlight your local
programs, activities and sponsors.

Donate Your Age in Books

The ALF is launching an interactive campaign to
encourage children (and adults) to engage with
donating books to their peers in remote areas of
Australia.



The Aboriginal Literacy
Foundation

The Aboriginal Literacy
Foundation is a registered
non-profit organisation
committed to giving
Indigenous children the
chance they deserve to learn
to read and write. Since our
inception in 2003 we have
helped thousands of young
Aboriginals through our
range of literacy support
programs.

We seek to transform the
lives of Indigenous children
by focusing on literacy and
numeracy education.
Working in collaboration
with local communities and
partners, we deglop
literacy skills with
Indigenous children so that
they can succeed in school
and beyond. Our vision is
for a future where all
Aboriginals can pursue
quality education, reach
their full potential and
contribute to their
community and country in a
meanngful way.

www.aboriginalliteracyfoundation.org
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Four Yound.iteracy Learnes¢
Their Story

The ALF is committed to our young studemtsese are fourtaries about
childrenfrom different backgrounds/ho have grown up with the ALF

These stories illustrataow our work is positively affecting their lives and
their chances at succeeding in their studi@sr mission is to engage,

educate and mentog and sometimes that comes many different ways.

Shane shaneis 12 years old and arrived in Ballarat from Glen&guth
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permanent work in Beaufort (not too far from Ballarat). Due to the constant
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sitting at the back of the class to aibthe teacher's eyeAbout 3 months ago,
Shane's teacher referred him to the ALF and an assessment was made of his
literacy and numeracy skills. Various tests (including the ACER and Schonnell tests)
revealed that he was well béld his peers, probably 3 to 4 years behind, having
skills more appropriate ta student in year 2 or 3. However, one of the tests
(ACER) was done on a computardduring this test Shane showele ability to
quickly and efficientlpperate a kepoard. H proudly told the tutor he played
computer games at home. The ALF tutor then showed Shane a number of
computer games that the foundation just bought from theA)®hich Shane
immediately lovedWhatheRA Ry Qi NXB ltheyw&rs new litetacyliskills i
games based around spelling words and reading,used a racing car game to
engage the kids. Shamgiickly became absorbed in these games and has been
getting better and better. Unknowingly heas also getting better at his spelling
and readingAbout amonth later the tutor tried some conventional learning
programs and Shane responded well. Now several months, [&teme is athe
point of being able to participate in class and is even saying that he quite likes
going to schoolMind you he loves tellig us that he is now by far the best and
fastestat theracing car game at the ALF tutorials

€


http://www.aboriginalliteracyfoundation.org/

2*s: ABORIGINAL
eoe | || FRACY FOUNDATION

Cyndy— Cyndy lives witther mum on the outskirts of Skipton in an alented house She attended a local

primary school, but found it very har@ntrenched negative attitudes in the school caused many difficulties for

the locd indigenous families. Ehy ofthe aboriginal families preferred a smaller school a bit further ofut

town because of its more @lcoming atmosphere, butnfortunately this vey small schoolvas closed down in
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drove fom Ballarat three times a weedndwas furded under the ATAS schemenfortunately this scheme

wasalsoclosed down in 2006 by theederal Government, and & y’ Re@ufafion was again left waiting for

help.

In 2007 the Aboriginal latacy Foundation decided to cédlr volunteers to maintain as much of the ATAS
program as possible, particularly for thosdldren who had cultural difficulties with the state education

system or wio wereliving in remote areas, and in 2009 Cyndy joined pingggram. With a complicated family
fATSIT / &y Re Q&eref quieGlbiti Buewith K IC R She@zdyfessked wll enough to be able to

attend Sebastopol Secondary College under an indigenous program. During her time at school, Cyndy received
tutoring a home one afternoon a week, arattended a number of oukiteracy & Heritage camps hetdound
Ballarat. When Cydy was in year 10 she heard of an opportunity to ent&seatificate 1l in hairdressing and

beauty therapy at the Ballarat School of Mines. At the end of Year 10 she transferred over and by the end of
the following year she had a hairdressing apprentigesm Ballarat. Now Cyndy travels by bus each morning

to work and is about to become a qualified hairdresser. Cyndy and her mum both say they couldn't have done
this without the ALF.

Jake Jakeis 11and a halfyearsof age anccomes from Wentworth, about 30 kilometres north of Mildura.
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family are one of fewfamilies that have stged in town. With no employment and little monefor travel, Jakes
attendance at school has almost been rexistent.At 10 years oldlake and his family were visit by a nurse
called Janine, whquickly reaked that even at his age Jake had no literacy skills akthowledge of the
alphabet.Fortunakly Janine was aldbe localAboriginal Literacy Foundation tutoand she soostarted

working withJake providing him with tutorial assistandbree afternoons per weekShe also gave hiatcess

to someliteracy games and other software which she whke#o bring on her laptopJake was delighted with
the games having not had much contact with cortgrg, and learned fast. Within a month he had grasped the
alphabet and basic spelling using the phonic method. Two months later he seemed to have leasted

the 72 blended sounds, thanks taiaer friendlycompute game developed for low soc&conomic status
children in Chicagdy the end of theifst year of tutoring (andlsodueto the help of Jake's aunthe was
reading quite well and demonstratiea Schonell reading age wihe, not to far away from his own age. At

that time a newcentre forKoori Outdoor EducatiorKQODwas opening in Mildurgand Janine suggested that
if he could get a lift in to town Jake rhiglike to attend. KOD®&as devéoped for indigenous children who find
traditional schooling impossibly constraining (particuldmyng indoors the whole timejlake now attends at
least three tines a week and says he loves it!

Joany Joany is 10 years old and lives with her motigeandmother and uncle at Mt Doran on the edagfe
the Brisbane Ranges in Victoria. Joany's mother usedtémd the nearby primary school, but it closed during
the economy drives in the 1990's.Qlfa 35minute drive down the back roads to get to primaghool in
Bachus Marsh and Joany's mum says "We @bave the money for petrol ansometimes thecar isr2going
anyway". About 18 months ago Joany was nefdrto the ALF by a local social workand weekly tutorials
were started on Saturdays at Joanjiome. Testeevealed thatJloany's reading age was about 6 on the
Schonnell scale and her spelling was slightly bettdr thie PetersSpelling testA diagnostic test also revealed
that she had a minimum understanding of blended sounds and found 2 lgyalds very difficult to
understand FortunatelyJoany's grandmother could spell quite well and was willing to help with the tutoring.
Worksheets were prepared to develapany's areas of weakness, angich Sturday theALRutor would work
with Joany ad her Gan and graduallyoany's reading startet improve. Nine months later Joany had
improved to within a yeaof her chronological peers, and hatharted to say she might like to try school. A
neighbouring family with children offeretd drive her dom each dayandJoany now says shevies school!
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ALF Partnerships in Action
The Discovery Book Club

One ofthe largest projectsve supportin WAIis theDISCOVERY BOOK CLUB

The Aboriginal Literacy

Foundationis based in Victoria, DBC).
but we do work across the The DBC is basedkinemantle and Pertlirhe purpose of this project is to
whole of Australia establish a sustainable community partnership and resource model to support
: » the development of positive reading relationships and literacy skills of children
ALFRis proud of its ability to coming into careThe Discoverpook Club mject comprisegour main
providenationwidesupport componentsbased on core education servipeactices to support these
through a network of strong children:
partnerships and associates
around Australia. 1 Book and literacy parcels are mailedduildren every six months from the
first two years since coming into care.
In this new section of our 1 Student Teacher Support Readersorprovide recreational readers

newsletter we wish to highlight support with a child in care, for at least one hour per week for two school

some of the fantastic work we terms.
1 Foster Care support sessions providing current research and information to

support. _ .

foster carers on ways to support literacy development for childrecare.
1 Education Service intake and referral model.
azald AYLRNIlIyGfte AGQa Ffft Fo2dzi SYLR 6SNA

2 KIdQa | | LILY This very successful program has seewisk being expandedo the Wheat

Your State? belt (Northam), Armadale (Gosnells), Karratha, Manduaaid, tosome

Residential Housaa Casuarinand CarnarvonTheReading onlyprograms

The focus this time is in have been expandetd MidlandandLaverton inthe Northern Goldfields.

Western Australia. , . . L
The Discovery Book Club is greatly assisted bythigersity of Notre Dame

We distribute books and with space, volunter readers, and resources. Thaiuversityalsoadds an extra
educational resourcesind value to the program as it provides testing and evaluatitims thenfeeds back
assist students. schools into the ongoing assessment of the program aglplanning

families and communities right  the ALF and DBC gmeud to providebooks and assiahce to 540 childrein
across West Australia. Perth and Frmantle, but even prouder to statéhat with the expansion of this
project to other cities and towns in Wesh Austrdia, it may well see another
500+childrenand families receive assistande all this project will bBlp
thousands of families across West Australia

The ALF is very proud of its relationshigph the Discovery Book Club, arde

it as our major link to WA and itsdigenous youth. By supplying WWh

books and resourcese are helping our young brbérs and sisterto embrace
reading, learning, and the value of education. This early assistance program is
essentiain promoting thelife chances of so many young indigenous boys and
girls.

(Sourcehttp://www.dcp.wa.gov.au/ChildreninCare/Pages/DiscoveryBookClub.aspx)



New Projects in 2014

Melbourne Learning Centre

For the last 25 years, the Aboriginal Literacy Foundation has been working with Indigenous children and their
families in Victoria from & Ballarat Learning Centre. This centre has been an extraordinary success, helping
educate and mentor many thousands of children over this time, many of which have gone on to university and
employment. This centre is the model for our new Melbourne Lear@entre.

The Melbourne Learning Centre will address a real and growing need to assist the many indigenous children
and their families in Melbourne. With nearly half of all indigenous Victorians living in the Melbourne area (ABS
2011), there is a pressimped to help these families meet the challenges of education and life. The new
Melbourne Learning Centre will offer the following free services;

1 Oneon-one tutoring with trained volunteers and teachers
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1 Free educational resources such as books and literacy backpacks

1 A health and wellbeing centre which will be staffed by pro bono professionals with audiology,
ophthalmology, speech pathology and nutrition backgrounds

91 Literacy and Heritageamps

The centre will be established in Fitzroy or Collingwood later this year. In the meantime work will take place at
our present location at Ross House in the OBB.envisage this centre will be used by many hundreds of
children and their families coisently throughout the year.

Digital Literacy Hub

This year the Aboriginal Literacy Foundation will be opening its new Digital Literacy Hub for student
registrations.This new platform that will feature:

1 60 eBookg levels of reading from Aged11; some will contain audio.

9 Literacy and numeracy gamesdesigned to extract engagement and proficiency in reading, and
competency in spelling.

1 Educational resourceg easy to download forms and puzzles designed to gegand challenge
students for literacy & numeracy progression

I Testing and Evaluatioq A program will be designed to challenge and test students skills in spelling,
maths and general knowledge.

1 A webinarformat ¢ specifically for appointments between stents and tutors and mentors. This
engaging format will allow for more chat and study assistance in our aim to deliver more direct
tutorialsand mentoring to our students and their families.

This project has been sponsored by the ALF General Trust Rdrd@nge of philanthropic funds. Our major
sponsors of the program include the Snow Foundation, auDA Foundation, Wellington Capital, and the Besen
Family Foundation. We asdsovery excited to include our new partnees2 Yo I & { G2 NA Sanl yR
this new project. Both organisations have been very generous in donating not only books and educational
resources but also valuable time in the development of this platform.

DAE



Highlight: VictorianPartners
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SirRegald! yaSad
Trust Supports ALF ~ R/\/\

Aviation pioneer, Sir Reginald Ansett, AN SE TTTRUST

established a charitable trust in his Will to

araarald OKAtRNByYy G2 G118 uKS)\ NJ L F oS Ay ——r——_
In 2012, the RM Ansett Trust awarded the

ALF with a grant of $85,000 towards

literacy tutoring programs in Regional Victoria

The RM Ansett Trust, which is managed by Equity Trustees, distributes over $1 million each year through
scholarships, signature grants to assist children inajtitome care and project grants.
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benefit children in need and ensure they receive the support theyireqo reach their potentialWe

appreciate the programs ALF undertakes to improve the literacy levels of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island

children. Strong reading and writing skills provide a foundation for further education and the program was a

good match for the objectives diie RM Ansett Trust

The Aboriginal Literacy Foundation is extremely grateful of the support we receive from the RM Ansett Trust
and Equity Trustees.

Mazda Foundation

In 2011, The Mazda Foundation commenced its support of the Aboriginal
Literacy Foundation, committing to a generous amount of funding over a thre
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provide a Literacy Support S#ge for Indigenous children in Victoria agede
from 20112013.
The Literacy Support Service provided:
f Weekly literacy tutoring & Periodic literacy evaluation and testing maZDa
T wSaz2dz2NOSa AyOfdzRAy3a 622143z 3 Y [ Ad
Camps Mazda Foundation

1 Back Peks for each child contaiimy workbooks and stationery &
support and advice for parents and carers

Without the help of Mazda Foundation, the Aboriginal Literacy Foundation would not have been able to carry
out this valuable program. We are extremely grateb the Mazda-oundation for its generous contribution to
our program.



Victorian Highlights

The Victorian Program

The Aboriginal Literacy Foundation was established in 2003 in Ballarat, Victoria. It was founded by Dr
Anthony Cree to formalise he®ntinuing work with indigenous children and their families after

being cut loose by large funding cuts to Indigenous education. His work over twenty five years has
meant thousands of kids and their families have benefited from face to face tutorialcas=sst

testing and evaluation, literacy and heritage camps, cultural awareness, mentoring and confidence
building programs.

The Victorian program is based around our Learning Centre in Ballarat. It involves not only work at
the Ballarat centre but also inlxes staffed and volunteer tutored camps and programs around
Victoria from the Western District to Gippsland. This program is presently under expansion to
includea new programn the Moorabool Shire and more and more work being done in Melbourne
itself. The inclusion of these new programs will see another 700 Victorian indigenous children come
into regular contact with the ALF and its programs over the next year.

Two of newest additions to the Victorian program are the soon to be launched Melbourne Lgearnin
Centre and the new ALF Moorabool Program (incorporating a homework club and literacy & heritage
camps).

ALF Staff and the Indigenous Group of Bacchus Marsh

Donate Your Age in Books Campaign

The ALF is launching an interactive campaiggntmurage children (and adults) to engage with
donating books to their peers in remote areas of Australia. Kids and Families will be able to track
their donations to other kids, families and communities around Australia via email alerts.

Sign up to this Gapaign NOW; email Hayley abayleyfoster@aboriginalliteracyfoundation.oig
and start your book drive now. At the moment this campaign is only open to our Melbourne
supporters.



mailto:hayleyfoster@aboriginalliteracyfoundation.org
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Highlights of the Last Six Months Work

October 2013

AFL legen®Robert 'Dipper' DiPierdomenid®2 y I 1S4 onnn 2F KA& LYyRAISy2dza
to the Aboriginal Literacy Foundation. These books have been added to our book distribution in the
footy loving states of Victoria, South Australia, Western Australia and Queensland.

The Aboriginal Literacy Foundation was very proud to have contributed to a lovely children's book,

"My Boomerang Dad". Written by Deanne Hislop and illustrated by Mike Nicloolbdy Fifo Family.

¢tKS 06221 RSOFAf&a €AFS F2NJ I FlLYAfe GKIG KFa | Wi
from the family home. This book is a wonderful and helpful tool for families dealing with the

absence of a father due to work. Theok is available to purchase online at
http://www.myfifofamily.com/productspage/childrenshooks/myboomerangdad/

ALF chairman Dr Amony Cree OAM and Setary MrNorman Kennedy were delighted to receive a
Commonwealth Bank Community Grant. These grants are given to programs that support children
and youths up to 21 years old, and will help to fund our Digital Literacy Hub program across
Australia.

This year has seen our book distribution program leap into action with a number of deliveries being
made around Victoria, and to our friends in New South Wales, Queensland, South Australia and
Western AustraliaWe have already distributed close to 11,d8bks since October 2013.


http://www.myfifofamily.com/products-page/childrens-books/my-boomerang-dad/

November Ballaat Literacy &
Heritage Camp saw well known
indigenous artisBilly Blackall
join the kids and families
helping themto paint.

Medibank and ALF have the
privilege to send some very
excited kids to see the Wiggles!

Leila Gurruwiwpromotes
Footy Nuts!

ALF, Red Dust & Rotgon
together withthe Footy Nuts
Program to promote
Indigenous wellbeing
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Highlights continued:

ESH Employment Solutions aregpd supporters of the Aboriginal
Literacy Foundatioandran a book drive over several months uésg
AY | 62YyRSNFdzZ R2yIl ihéMmF 2F OKAf RNBYQ
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usachieve this milestone.

Hayley Foster from the ALF visits Mildura to distribute books, KGBO e
readers, and educational resources to a-pohoolers educational expo
at the Mildura Aboriginal Coop. ALF begins relationships with Mildura
Coop and the Mildwa Primary School.

November 2013
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literacy resources for Indigenous children as part of their Day of Caring.

Hayley from the AF office was busy helping the fantastic team on the

day.
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Cooper Grace Ward Lawyers of Brisbane hosted an annual presentation
for 30 of our supporters. It was a great dayBrisbane! Wealways love
to meet the people who make our work possible.

Caroline of Speech Pathology Australia and her adorable daughter

Annalise personallR N2 LILISR 2FF &42YS g2y RSNFdAZ O
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Book of the Year Awards. The ALF combines these books with our

packages for WA. ALF declares its intention to work closer with Bpeec

Pathology and other wellbeing groups with our new Melbourne Learning

Centre.



Just some of the books donated by
supporters of the ALF. New books
like these are welcome all the
time! If you wish to start a book
drive email Hayley dtayleyfoster
@aboriginalliteracyfoundation.org

Regular visitor and supporter Jane
donates a rug she made to the ALF
for a raffle! The CEO won!?! We
FNB adGgAatt yz2d a&adz

The Healthy Living Series books
continue to be a hit! More than
1000 have just recently been
delivered to a number of maternal
health centres across NSW and
QLD.
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December 2013
Annual Book Drivstarts: Ovefl000 bookslonated in November.

Families associated witdds in PhilanthropyNlelbourne) organizea
book collectiorat Bialik College ELf@r the Aboriginal Literacy
Foundation- the childrencollected955 books in 2 week3his anazing
gift benefited a number oAboriginal childrenn Victoria and in WA.

The ALF and Medibamteat 10 Indigenous children and their guardians
to complimentary tickets to see The Wiggiasl some Christmas lunch
Lots of fun was had by all!

ALF HQ had a box arrive from a little girl from New South Wales
O2yGFAYAYy3a | KdAS GFINARSGe 2F OKAf RNB
mother. For her 6th Birthday Party this month, she decided she would

ask her guests to bring donations of brand new books in lieu of birthday
presents.

ALF received a fantastic donatiofio Kdzy RN S R&a 2F OKAf RNBY
the partners and employees of Norton Rose Fulbright (Melbourne

office). The books were of excellent quality and will be sent out to some

very deserving homes, schools, learniegitresand be used in our

tutoring and camp.

At the end of ourChristmas Book Drive wsaw over 3000 new and
second hand books donated to the ALF.

Our Christmas Campaign resulted in not only books being donated, but
also nearly $60,000 was gifted to the foundation over the November to
January priod from individual donors. A big thank you to you-all
support like this helps make our job so much easier!


mailto:hayleyfoster@aboriginalliteracyfoundation.org
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The ALF Facebook page and Twitter
account have experienced amazing
growth in their popularity over the last six
months. Weare very excited with their
reception and look forward to bringing
you more stories about our work via
these platforms over the next six months.

Some of our books being read at
Ampilatwatja in the Northern Territory

Staff at the Cairns Integrated Ytouand
Family Services Centre read some of the
Healthy Living Series books. These books
areabig hit with maternal and early
childhood centres around Australia.

ABORIGINAL
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JANUARY

ALF organised a literacy and heritage camp in Ballarat catering for
children and families from the outlying towns and villages.

Several box loads dhe Healthy Living Seribsoks are sent to
Ampilatwatja in The Northern Territory.

Barbara and Grefyjom Gippsland deliver approrately 2000
books tothe ALF warehouse. Thanks Barb & Greg Hardjrgeat
effort!

FEBRUARY

ALF is presented with a grant of $5000 from United Way &

The Ballarat Foundation. This very generous gift was received with
grateful thanks by our CEO, Mr David PeritmBallarat at a

special ceremony for grant winners. United Way/Ballarat
Foundation is highlighting literacy this year in a special effort to
promote books andeading amongst childretunited

Way/Ballarat Foundatiohas announced a new reading program

for children based in the Ballarat district. On the night ALF
signalled its willingness to contribute books and assistance to this
new program.

ALF supports the Integrated family and Youth Services in Cairns
with a ddivery of Healthy Living Series.

MARCH

ALF starts its long awaited PATA program. The PATA program
hopes to bring together parents and guardians of our students in
an effort to improve their knowledge of literacy and numeracy,
their knowledge of our wde and where education is now, and to
help them tutor and face the challenges that confront their
growing children. The PATA program begins at our Ballarat
Learning Centrat the end of the month.

The Victorian Tutoring Schemandull action. Based iBallarat

and sponsored by RM Ansett Trust, The Mazda Foundation, Equity
Trustees, State Trustees, and several other fuqide sheme

sees several hundred childreryaar receive face to face tutoring.



ALF attends Closing the Gap Day at
Bacchus Marsh. ALF announces a
new Homework Club will soon
begin in the local area.

Horse riding and outdoactivities
are always very popular with the
kids at the Literacy & Heritage
Camps

Dipper donates 3000 bé&s to the
Aboriginal Literacy Foundation. A
big thanks to Dipper and his Mum
for helping us with the donation!
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Highlights continuel:

ALF begins the Melbourne Learning Centre Campaign. ALF aims to raise
funds for the Melbourne Learning Centre

ALF begins talks withe Cathy Freeman Foundation regarding how our
Books for Learning Progrdlran assist the wonderful work they do in
Palm Island in Queensland.

Jigsaw Magazine publishes an article on the Healthy Living Series books
resulting in nearly000 copies beingent out to childare centres
across Australia.

ALF celebratelnternational Mother Language Day on social media
drawing attention to the 145 indigenous languages that are still spoken
in Australia. ALF signals its intention to promote local languagés i
2014 camps and mentoring.

ALF begins discussions with the Indigenous Group of Bacchus Marsh to
initiate a homeworlclub.

ALF begins dissgions with Bigk College in Hawthorn, Mildura Primary
School and Bacchus Marsh Primary School to begin a three way-Urban
Country Exchange. This program aims to promote a deeper cultural
understanding and real exchange with kids from an urban and country
setting, and kid$érom different cultural backgrounds. This exciting
program aims to launch imid-2014.

In preparation for the Melbourne Learning Centre, ALF begins
discussions with several health and wellbeing guilds tombelved with
the new MLC Wellbeing Room.

ALFattends the Close the Gap day at Bacchus Marsh. ALF moves to
work with the local community in opening up a Homework Club in
Bacchus Marsh for up to 70 local indigenous kids.
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AN AMAZING YEAR AHEAD
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